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~e Honorable Geo~e P. Radanovi~
~ARD O~ DIRECTO, S United States House of Rep~sentatNes

2! 3 ~nnon Building
~ONA~D ~. ~S~O~mS~ Washington, D.C. 20515

FRED ~ VA~NZUE~, JR.
v~e P~ident

sO~NNY DeN~Z ~gr O~e,

Re: Madera Ranch Groundwater Bank Land Pu~hase

~iS l~e~ is intended W cla~ ~e Madem I~gaffo. Dis~ (MID) ~sition
CVHTH~A A. RASCOE ~ga~ing a potential Madera Ranch Groundwater bank and to noti~ you of

a recent change in Distd~ policy. ~e ~s~ Is not opposed in pdn~ple
~mL N. ~ow to a groun~ater bank in Madera Count. We s~ngly encourage studies

and investiga~ons of addi~onal surface and gmun~ter storage in ~e
DENSLOW GR~RN 8~te of California bemuse we see that as being ~1 to ~e lucre of

our ~ water supply as well as ~at of the enti~ s~.

However, Made~ I~gation Dis~ct is ~ncemed about the process and
Uming of f~emt a~ons regaling the pu~hase of lands for a ~tenfial
Madera Ranch groun~ter ban~ng pmje~. In a recent meeting be~een
~e Bureau of Reclamation and mpmsentatWes of MID and o~er Io~1
water agencies, ~ expressed our concerns about the lack of adequate
feasibili~ s~dies. Although Roger Ps~emon ackno~edged the need for
those studies pdor to making a decision about a gmun~ater bank, the
Bureau ~ill appeam to be making mpmsen~tions and suppoffing ~nding
a~ons that p~sume a groundwater bank is feasible.

It has also b~n represented by the Bureau and othem that the pu~ase
of the lands should go fo~ard in advance of the feasibili~ study bemuse
of the likelihood that the land may not be available for pu~ase a year
from now if a feasibili~ s~dy concluded ~at a gmun~eter bank was
feasible. The Dis~ ~s not ~n~n~d of that u~en~ and, in fa~, views
~e pu~ase of that land in advance of a ~mpleted feasibiti~ study as an
a~ion which ~uld prejudice future de~sions regaling ~e~er or not to
~nstm~ a gmun~ater bank.
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Therefore, at a Special Board Meeting yes~erdsy, ~e M~der8 I~g~tion Dis~ Bo~ of
oi~om took ~n ~ion ~o oppose the pu~sse of ~n~ l~nd in Msder8 Count, by or in
~opem~on with 8ny s~ or fede~l ~gen~, ~st ~n potenfislly be used for gmun~te~
b~nking until ~ fessibili~ ~udy is completed ~hs~ ~udes ~o ~e MID Bo~’s s~sfs~on ~ 8
gmun~ter b~nking op~on would bene~ ~he w~ler supplies of ~e Dis~ 8nd M~dem
Coun~ and would have no si~nifi~nt a~e~e impa~ ~ land~em in ~e Ots~ or adja~t to.
the project.

We appre~ate you~ suppo~ in this ma~er and look fo~ ~ wo~ing ~ you and y0u~ s~ff in
~e development of any legislation for f~eral ~nding of storage i~tiga~ons in Ca!~omia. if
you have any ques~ons, please feel ~ee to ~n~ me at (209) 67~35~.

Sin~mty youm,

Stephen H. O~emoeller
~neml Manager-Chief Engineer

cc U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer
U. S. Senator Dianne Feinstein
U. S. Congressman Cal Dooley
U. S. Congressman Saw Condit
California Governor Pete Wilson
California Secretary of State Bill Jones
California Senator Dick Monteith
California Senator Jim Costa
California Assemblyman Dennis Cardoza
California Assemblyman George House
California Assemblyman Robert Prenter
Michael Jackson, U. S. Bureau of Reclamation, Fresno
Roger Patterson, U. S. BuPeau of Reclamation, Sacramento
Lester Snow, CALFED
Jason Peltier, Central Valley Project Water Association
Madera County Board of Supervisors
MadePa City Council
Aliso Water District
Chowchilla Water District
Friant Water Users Authority
Gravelly Ford Water District
Michele Lasgoity
John Mills, Regional Council or Rural Counties
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority
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